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recognition by the priesthood, and were enjoined above all
things to employ only Brahmans as their counsellors."
Dr. Roth goes on to speak of the three highest castes
as being altogether different from the fourth, in that
the latter were not permitted to sacrifice or to know the
Vedas: the supposition being well founded that the
Sudras were not originally part of the Hindu system,
but were engrafted into it, and were probably composed
either of the descendants of a previous migration, or were
the aborigines of the country, to which the Hindus
came.

The position assumed by the Brahmans was not
obtained without severe struggles against the Kshatriyas,
whom they sought to subordinate. The following text
from Manu is the root from which many legends, found
in more recent books, have grown. " Let the king con-
stantly reverence ancient Brahmans skilled in the Vedas
and pure in conduct; for he who always respects the
aged is honoured even by Rakshasas. Let him, even
though humble-minded, be continually learning submis-
siveness from them: for a submissive monarch never
perishes. Through want of this character many kings
have been destroyed with all their possessions. Vena
perished through want of submissiveness, and King
Nahusha, and Sudas the son of Pijavana, and Samukha,
and Nimi. But through submissiveness Prithu and
Manu attained kingly power, Varuna the lordship of
wealth, and the son of Gadhi Brahmanhood." An out-
line of these stories will show how respect for the
Brahmans is inculcated.

Vena, the grandson of Mrithu (death), was, like him,
of a corrupt nature. When he w;fs inaugurated as
king he forbade his people to sacrifice to the gods,
declaring that he was the rightful recipient of offerings.